The Indonesia — U.S. Council on Religion and Pluralism is an innovative bi-national, independent, non-
governmental body, providing religious leaders, civil society organizations, scholars, and media leaders in
both Indonesia and the United States a mechanism to jointly examine, address, and agree on ways the
societies of our two countries can cooperate on activities and programs to share and promote the values of
pluralism, diversity, and tolerance. The Council is endorsed by President Obama and President Jokowi as a
civil society undertaking in a sector where both countries have much to learn from each other.

The Council was officially established during a Founding and Roadmap Conference held on August 10-11,
2016 in Yogyakarta, Indonesia. The United States-Indonesia Society (USINDO), the premier bi-national
non-governmental organization exclusively deepening United States-Indonesia relations and mutual
understanding, was instrumental in facilitating this initial founding conference and continues to play a
significant role in facilitating and providing staff support to the Council’'s work.

The Council itself is composed of very senior and eminent representatives from highly respected non-
governmental organizations, faith-based institutions, academicians, and media leaders who have a vast
depth and breadth of expertise in the field of religion and pluralism. These members make up the Senior
Advisory and Executive Board of the Council, and is led by two Co-Chairs from Indonesia and the U.S. In
addition, the Council is also supported by a Panel of Experts which the Council relies on for their
knowledgeable advice and ideas to realize the goals that the Council has set out to achieve.

The Founding and Roadmap Conference of the Council held in Yogyakarta not only convened the Council’s
members, but also allowed them to begin identifying priority areas of shared interest, experience, and
concern, which later became the basis for establishing the Council’s three core Working Groups.

The Council has already begun to strengthen networks between and in both countries, and has identified
proposed concrete initiatives in the priority areas which may be undertaken by the Council. Activities
selected for implementation are those that are compelling, relevant, not done effectively previously, draw
on the unique composition of the Council, and use an evidence-based process. These would, subject to
further refinement and availability of resources, start to address the Council’s selected goals.

CRP Working Groups:

Working Group |

Increasing Religious Understanding, Mutual Respect, and Collaboration. Working Group One on
Increasing Religious Understanding recommended a set of seminars and outreach programs aimed at
increasing religious understanding; digital outreach programs specifically targeting youth; creating religious
understanding exchange programs; and enhancing the capacity of journalists in both countries to increase
understanding of other religions and the role of religion in broader issues.




Working Group |

Identifying and Fostering Positive Civic and Religious Education Models that Promote Analytical
Thinking and Respect. Working Group Two on Religious Education Models identified three proposed
programs related to religious education, including exchange programs for teachers and students,
workshops on how to teach about religious differences, and creating an interreligious homestay for
teachers and youth.

Working Group Il

Empowering Civil Society to Deter Violent Extremism. Working Group Three made recommendations
for programs intended to empower communities to deter violent extremism — as based on recent expert
experience, a community-based approach was seen to be the most promising. Recommendations included
seminars, lectures and bilateral visits by practitioners and experts to share best practices with communities
and governments, creating training modules for programs to counter violent extremism, creating counter-
narratives to counter misconceptions about Islam, and calling for evidence-based research on the factors in
deterring violent extremism that need to be better understood.
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For more information, please contact:

The United States-Indonesia Society (USINDO)

USINDO Washington D.C. Office
1625 Massachusetts Avenue NW, Suite 550
Washington, D.C. 20036
P: +1.202.232.1400 | E: usindo@usindo.org

USINDO Jakarta Office
Menara Thamrin, 14th Floor, Suite 1407
JI. MH Thamrin Kav 3, Jakarta, 10250
P: +62.21.3983.0061 | E: usindojkt@usindo.org
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